[image: C:\Users\NicoleM\Leeds Castle Foundation\Marketing - General\Marketing\Marketing Images (NEW)\Logos\LC Logos (current)\Simplified Vertical\PNG\Simplified Logo - Standard One Colour In White With Turquiose Background.png]
Press Release
29th September 2022

Leeds Castle Hosts Royal Visit From 
Patron HRH Princess Alexandra to Launch New Attraction  

On Wednesday 28th September 2022, Leeds Castle in Kent welcomed Her Royal Highness Princess Alexandra, The Hon Lady Ogilvy, Patron of the Leeds Castle Foundation, to formally open the new cinematic ‘Queens with Means’ attraction. 

During the visit, the Princess viewed the seven-minute ‘Queens with Means’ cinematic experience, featuring the Castle’s six medieval Queen owners stepping out of the shadows of history to share their untold stories, narrated by Katherine of Aragon.

Using the latest video-mapping technology lighting, sound and visual effects, ‘Queens with Means’ creates a compelling and empathic connection with the stories of the Queens.  

Princess Alexandra was then escorted into the gallery containing a film showing the architectural development of the Castle and setting the scene of the Castle’s nine centuries of history, as well as introducing the story of her last private owner, Lady Baillie. 

The Princess met with members of Leeds Castle’s staff and volunteers and enjoyed a guided tour of the Castle, which is now set in the glamorous 1930’s era, where society’s rich, famous and well-connected visited for lavish weekend parties and country pursuits.

Helen Bonser-Wilton, Chief Executive of Leeds Castle, said: “We were honoured to welcome our longstanding Patron, HRH Princess Alexandra to Leeds Castle to celebrate the launch of our new ‘Queens with Means’ attraction.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“We were thrilled that she enjoyed both the new cinematic experience as well as the work to bring the 1930’s House Party to life in the Castle.  Many of our staff and volunteers were also delighted to meet the Princess, who thanked them all for their contribution.”

At the end of the visit, the Princess bade farewell to Niall Dickson CBE, Chairman of the Leeds Castle Foundation for 10 years, and welcomed the incoming Chair, Ros Kerslake, CBE who takes up post in December 2022.

The Queens with Means experience is open daily for visitors, and is included in the cost of admission ticket. To learn more, please visit www.leeds-castle.com/QueensWithMeans   

- ENDS - 

For press requests, please contact Nicole Moor at nicolemoor@leeds-castle.co.uk 

About Leeds Castle

Leeds Castle is considered a national treasure, providing a window onto over nine hundred years of British history. It is a haven of tranquillity and offers a wealth of discovery and enjoyment for all ages. 

Situated five miles southeast of Maidstone in Kent, Leeds Castle’s rich and riveting history, including serving seven of England’s Medieval and Tudor queens, to its elaborate transformation into a glamorous 1930s country house retreat for the influential and famous by Anglo-American heiress, Lady Olive Baillie, secures its place as one of the most visited historic attractions in Britain.

The Castle and its estate are preserved and maintained by the Leeds Castle Charitable Foundation, a not-for-profit charity. 

For more visitor information, please visit www.leeds-castle.com
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